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B cmamve paccmampuseaemcs oona uz camvix eeioarowuxci @guayp pauueil ucmopuu Benuxoeo xusowcecmea Jlumoeckoeo —
T'eoumun. A6mopom nooHUMAaomces OUCKYCCUOHHbBLE BONPOCHI, CEA3AHHBIE C NPOUCX0COeHeM OCHOGamens Ounacmuu I edumunosuyei;
usyuaemesi npobrema udenmuukayuu npunanexcHocmu I edumuna k onpedeneHHoti OuHACMUU, AHATUZUPYIOMCI U3GECMHbLE
6 UCTOPUHECKUX HAPPAMUBAX 6ePCUU O CNOCOOE U BPeMEHl €20 Npuxo0a K 61acmi.

L]ens cmamvu — ananuz naubonee OUCKYCCUOHHbIX acnekmog npuxoda I edumuna k enacmu (npoucxodicoeHie npasumers, cmeneHs
poocmea c ezo npedutecmeennukom Bumenem, epems u cnocob nonyuenus npecmona,.

Mamepuan u memoout. Hccnedosarue nposedeHo Ha OCHOBAHUU UVHEHUS U AHATU3A OGHHBIX PYCCKUX, BENOPYCCKO-TUMOBCKUX Jle-
monuceil, NONLCKUX XPOHUK, A MAKIce HAPPamueos, coz0annvix Ha meppumopuu Hemeyxoeo opoena. Ilpusneven wiupoxuti Kpye uccie-
0osaHuti, nocesuennvix uzydenuto snoxu I edumuna. Flcnonvzosaner obujericmopuyeckue u cneyuansvHsle Menoobsl, 6 MoM Hucie CpaGHuU-
MeNbHO-UCMOPUIECK U], POPMATLHO-MUNONIOSUHECKULL, UCIOPUKO-CUCIEMHBLI, NPOBIEMHO-XPOHONOSUECKUT, UCIOPUKO-CEHEMUYECKUIL.

Pesynomamet u ux oocyrcoenue. Oonum u3z Haubonee OUCKYCCUOHHBIX UCMOPUOSPAPUUECKUX GONPOCO8, CEAZAHHBIX C HAYALOM
npaenenus I'edumuna, asisemes npobiema e2o npouUcXoACOe s, KOMOPoe 6 pazIuiHbIX UCHMOYHUKAX GAPLUPYEMCs OM Y3YpRnamopa
npecmona He3HamHo20 NPOUCXONHCOEHUsI 00 KPOBHO20 podcmeeHHuKka Bumens (cuina, 6pama, Kysena, 0p.), YHACI1€008AGUIE20 MECTO
KHA35 nocie e2o cmepmu. Ha nosienenue oannvix meoputi cuivHoe 6usHUe OKA3aIU COYUO-NOTUMUYECKUE YCI0BUsL CO30AHUSL UCTOY-
HUKOG, codepaicauyux nooobuvle céedenus (ocmpoe npomusocmosmue BKJI u Hemeykozo opoena, udeonozuveckas u notumuyeckas
6opv6a BKJI u Mockosckozo cocydapcmea, cmpemnenue npomushuxos BKJI npunusumo npassugyro 1umoeckyo OuHacmuio, a makaice
co30anue omeemHoti KoHyenyuu ae2anpHo2o npasienus 6 cpede snamu BKJI). Ocmaemcs makoice omxpulmsim 6onpoc 0 mom, 6l i
T'eoumun poocmeennuxom Bumens. Cpedu pacnpocmpanenuvix eepcuii 6 co8peMeHHOT Ucmopuozpaghu 6blcniynaem meopus 0 mom,
umo I edumun senanca 6pamom Bumens. Paccmampugaiomes maxoice cyujecmeyioujue epcuul ux OMHOULEHUTl KaK CblHa — omya, 0alb-
HUX pOOCMBEHHUKOS, 4 MAKIICe He CA3AHHBIX POOCMBEHHbIMU Y3amMu npedcmasumereti HoGunumema.

3axntouenue. Huerowecs 6 coxpanusuiuxcs ucmodHuKax OaHHvle He NO360JIAI0M MOYHO OMEEMUmMyb HA BONPOC O NPOUCXONCOEHUU
T'eoumuna (eco npunadnexcHocmu Kk onpedeieHHotl OuHAcmul, poOCmEeHHbIX cesazell ¢ Bumernem), u omxpviearom noie 0.1 0anvHeli-
wix uccnedosanuti. Bnonne eepossimuo, umo I'edumun 6vin ecnu ne coinom unu 6pamom Bumens, mo, no Kpaiineii Mepe, e2o Onu3Kum
poocmeennukom, max Kkak yowce 6 navane XIV 6., ewge 0o cmepmu npasumens Jlumevi, on obnadan sHa1umenvHoti cunoll, y4acmeosai
6 6OEHHBIX aKYUAX U ObLI U36ECeH XPOHUCMAM, YO NO360JUI0 UCHOPUKAM 0adice 2080pumbs o ouapxuu Bumens u I eoumuna. Ocma-
emcesi maxoice OMKpbLIMulM 60npoc o cnocobe nonyyenus 1 edumunom eracmu Hao Jumeoii, xoms npedcmasAomMces 04ecUOHbLIMU €20
cunbHble nonumuYeckie no3uyuY euje npu JdcusHu Bumens, a snauum — necanvrvle npasa npemeHoo06amv HA NPECHON 8 YCAOGUSAX
CKAA0bIBAaIOUe20Cs 20Cy0apcmeal.
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The article deals with one of the most extraordinary figures in the early history of the Grand Duchy of Lithuania — Gedimin. The
author points out the controversial issues concerning the origin of the founder of the Gedimins line. studies the problem of his affiliation
fo a particular dynasty. analyses the versions describing the way and the time of Gedimin's rise to power:

The purpose of the study is the analysis of the most controversial issues concerning Gedimin's coming to power (origin of the ruler,
degree of kinship with his predecessor Vytenis, time and method of obtaining the throne).

Material and methods. The study was carried out on the basis of data from Russian, Belarusian-Lithuanian and Polish chronicles,
as well as narratives created on the territory of the German Order. A wide range of studies devoted to the study of the Gedimin epoch
was involved. General historical and special methods of research: comparative-historical, formal-typological, historical-systematic,
problem-chronological, historical-genetic were used.

Findings and their discussion. One of the most controversial historiography issues concerning the beginning of Gedimin's reign is
the problem of his origin, which in different sources varies from the usurper of the throne of an unknown origin to the blood relative of
Wytenis (son, brother, cousin, etc.), who inherited the position of the prince after his death. The emergence of these theories was strongly
influenced by the social and political conditions for creating sources containing such information (strong confrontation between the
Grand Duchy of Lithuania and the German Order; the ideological and political struggle of the Grand Duchy of Lithuania and Moscow
State, the desire of opponents of the Grand Duchy of Lithuania to belittle the ruling Lithuanian dynasty, as well as the creation of a
reciprocal concept of the legal rule in the noble surrounding of the GDL). One more issue is whether Gedimin was Vytenis' relative. One
of the most widespread versions in modern historiography is the theory that Gedimin was Vytenis' brother. One can also find versions
of their relationship as the son — the father, distant relatives, as well as representatives of different family lines of the nobility.

Conclusion. The data of the surviving sources do not allow us to answer the question of the origin of Gedimin (his belonging to a
certain dynasty, kinship with Vytenis). This makes it possible to carry out further research. It is likely that Gedimin was, if not Vytenis®
son or brother, then at least his close relative, since already at the beginning of the 14th century, even before the death of the ruler
of Lithuania, he possessed considerable power, participated in military actions and was known by the chroniclers, which allowed
historians to discuss possible diarchy of Vytenis and Gedimin. The way Gedimin obtained his power over Lithuania also remains
unanswered, although his strong political position during Vytenis lifetime is obvious, which means that he had legal rights to claim the
throne during the development of the state.
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